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I need not tell you, sir, that this griping want, this dismal
poverty, this additional woe, must be put to the accursed
stocks, which have desolated our country more effectually
than England. Stockjobbing was a kind of traffic we were
utterly unacquainted with We went late to the South Sea
market, and bore a great share in the losses of it, without
having tasted any of its profits

If many in England have been ruined by stocks, some
have been advanced. The English have a free and open
trade to repair their losses, but, above all, a wise, vigilant,
and uncorrupted Parliament and ministry, strenuously en-
deavouring to restore public trade to its former happy state.
Whilst we, having lost the greatest part of our cash, without
any probability of its returning, must despair of retrieving
our losses by trade, and have before our eyes the dismal
prospect of universal poverty and desolation.

I believe, sir, you are by this time heartily tired with this
indigested letter, and are firmly persuaded of the truth of
what I said in the beginning of it, that you had much better
have imposed this task on some of our citizens of greater
abilities. But perhaps, sir, such a letter as this may be, for
the smgulaiity of it, entertaining to you, who correspond
with the politest and most learned men in Europe, But I
am satisfied you will excuse its want of exactness and
perspicuity, when you consider my education, my being un-
accustomed to writings of this nature, and, above all, those
calamitous objects which constantly surround'us, sufficient
to disturb the cleaiest imagination, and the soundest judg-
ment.

Whatever cause I have given you, by this letter, to think
worse of my sense and judgment, I fancy I have given you a
manifest proof that I am, sir,

Your most obedient humble servant,

j. s.

responsible, was stirred up by him in favour of the Pretender, and suc-
ceeded so far as to bring the Chevalier to Scotland. The Duke of
Argyll, howevei, fought his fences, and though the victory remained
undecided, Mar was compelled to seek safety in France The rebellion
caused so much disturbance in every part of the British Isles that Ire-
land suffered greatly from bad trade. [T. S ]